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Contemporary Theater and Dance — International Projects Support Program
(joint grant program with EU-Japan Fest Japan Committee)
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This program awards grants for up to
three years to international exchange
projects that will take place for more than
two years by Japanese performing arts
companies who are playing an important
role in promoting international exchange.
Priority use of Morishita Studio is also
awarded upon request. In 2008, two projects
were newly chosen as grantees in addition
to the four ongoing developments since the
previous year.

“Round 3 of the U.S.-Japan Choreo-
graphers Exchange Residency” by Japan
Contemporary Dance Network and
“Performing Arts Links 20082010 Gulliver &
Swift” by Pappa Tarahumara were newly
selected.

“Round 3 of the U.S.-Japan Choreo-
graphers Exchange Residency” is the
third cycle of a program to provide an
opportunity to enhance understanding of
culture and dance through studio work,
workshops for public participants, open
rehearsals, showings and discussions with
local dance practitioners in Japan and the
United States in which two dancers from
each country participate. Kyle Abraham
(New York) and Amy O’Neal (Seattle) from
the U.S. and Yukio Suzuki (Tokyo) and
Kitamari (Kyoto) from Japan participated in
the project. It was held as a Japan program
this year in Kyoto and Okinawa, and will be
held in Boston and New York next year. Since
the Japan program was the first meeting of
these dancers, programs focusing on mutual
and regional understanding were prepared.
In Kyoto, workshops for introducing their
own dance methods to each other, programs
for experiencing tradition of Kyoto, and
showings and discussions toward the
regional community were held. In Okinawa,
workshops of Ryukyu traditional dance
and martial arts were held as well, and
opportunities for historical study such as a
visit to Okinawa Prefectural Peace Memorial
Museum were provided. We look forward
to hearing how the various experiences
they had together in the project will have
developed after the upcoming residency in

the US.

“Performing Arts Links 2008-2010
Gulliver & Swift” is a series of performances
produced as a Japanese, Indonesian, and
Irish project, with the figure of Jonathan
Swift as their metaphorical framework.
The first performance entitled Gulliver &
Swift - Writer Jonathan Swift’s Cat Cooking
Recipes - was presented in Japan inviting
Kenji Yanobe for the stage art, and it created
“Pappa Tarahumara style” illusion that
integrated diverse expression and energy of
magnificent setting, objets and participation
of dancers and a musician from Indonesia
and Ireland. We look forward to seeing
what kind of co-productions the upcoming
Indonesian project in 2009 and Irish project
in 2010 will be.

“Cultural Exchange Program with the
Philippines” since 2006 completed its grant-
receiving term this year, and based on
exchange with the Philippines that has been
developed, three Japanese playwrights/
directors described Japan viewed through
the Philippines and the Philippines viewed
through Japan focusing on two southern
insular areas, Okinawa and the Philippines,
with Baston ng Tigre (written and directed
by Ichiro Takeuchi), Never Seen the Snow
(written and directed by Yoji Sakate)
and Corregidor (written and directed by
Kiyokazu Yamamoto).

A Page Out of Order M to R (artistic
director: Yoshiko Chuma), which also
completed the term, is a collaboration
project with artists of countries that are
politically, historically, economically, or
culturally related to Japan. Its activities have
been carried out in Tokyo, New York and
Romania with “Romania” as the theme. In
Tokyo, a two-week residency was held and
a performance was presented at Morishita
Studio. In addition, encountering with an
art NPO based in Kamakura, Root Culture, a
performance was shown also in Kamakura
(see viewpoint,no.47).

In “21st Century Japanese & Chinese
Performing Arts Exchange Project”
that conducts projects in the fields of

contemporary theater and dance in order to
promote performing arts exchange between
Japan and China, a young Chinese director
Gu Lei directed his play Ten Nights with
Japanese actors at Morishita Studio. While
the project proceeded in a quite favorable
environment having Gu Lei stay in Japan for
forty-five days for this creation, it seems that
this first international co-production for him
in Japanese theater environment that was
different from China required a lot of effort
beginning from mutual learning of methods
and difference with the actors and staff until
becoming able to work in harmony (see
Morishita Studio Report in viewpoint, no.
47). As for butoh, Min Tanaka was featured
as the previous year presenting his “locus
focus dance”in an ethnic minority village in
Guizhou. Presentation of 7en Nights in China
and Min Tanaka’s locus focus dance will be
organized in continuation next year.

Dance Project “Ko Murobushi, Bernardo
Montet, Boris Charmatz 2007-2010,” which
restarted with the new members this
year, held a discussion at Centre national
de danse contemporaine d’Angers in
September, and Charmatz (artistic director
of Centre choréographique national de
Rennes) came to Japan to participate in
Beppu Contemporary Art Festival 2009
‘Mixed Bathing World’ in May 2009. An
improvisatory performance and filming were
carried out in such interesting locations
as hot springs with infernal red and vivid
emerald blue water or a sandy beach, and
on the 24th, a work-in-progress Murobushi &
Charmatz - magnetic field or was performed
at a dock for Kansai Kisen ferries in Beppu
Kokusai Kanko Ferry Port, where Michael Lin
had painted flower patterns on the wall. On
the 28th, Montet (artistic director of Centre
choréographique national de Tours) joined
and a screening, lecture and performance
were organized by Research Center for the
Arts and Arts Administration, Keio University.
The three dancers with rare talent and
common “edge” indeed created once-in-a-
lifetime “magnetic field.
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producer: Norikazu Sato

jcdn@jcdn.org
http://wwwjcdn.org
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Participating artists: Amy O 1 Neal ,Kitamari,Yukio
Suzuki,and Kyle Abraham (left to right)

M8 3 EERIRMIRMAL VTV —TOY o7 448, 2009 £ 3 B
% Round 3 of the U.S.- Japan Choreographers Exchange Residency T in Okinawa, March

Wik Bh B SREA R
2008 FEHS 2009 FEEXT

MW 2008 FEDBHEAR

FE:2008 F 4 B1H- 20094 3 A31H

#%4:1,500,000 4
W 2008 FE D& HLRERINEE

09 F£3A16H— 29H: 5 3 EEXIRTRRMGEL
/7-// 70V ON T, B CREBB=tY

—FRRIRIIIBYIEE - SEITEE)

B Grant-receiving term
From 2008 to 2009

H Details on support during fiscal year 2008
Fiscal year: April 1,2008 - March 31,2009
Grant: ¥1,500,000

B Major activities during fiscal year 2008
March 16 - March 29, 2009 : Round 3 of the U.S.
- Japan Choreographers Exchange Residency
in Kyoto and in Okinawa (Kyoto Art Center,
Okinawa Prefecture Museum and Art Museum)
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Pappa Tarahumara [performance/Tokyo]
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artistic director: Hiroshi Koike (director)
company manager: Masako Yamamoto

info@pappa-tara.com
http://pappa-tara.com
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B Grant-receiving term
From 2008 to 2010

B Details on support during fiscal year 2008
Fiscal year: April 1,2008 - March 31,2009

Grant: ¥3,000,000

studio rental: 32 days

B Major activities during fiscal year 2008
October 9 - October 12, 2008: Performing Arts
Links 2008-2010 Gulliver & Swift in Tokyo (The
Globe Tokyo)
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B Grant-receiving term
From 2007 to 2009

H Details on support during fiscal year 2008
Fiscal year: April 1,2008 - March 31,2009

Grant: ¥3,000,000

studio rental: 81 days

B Major activities during fiscal year 2008

March 1 - March 30,2009: 21st Century Japanese
& Chinese Performing Arts Exchange Project
in Tokyo (Theatre: Ten Dreams, Morishita

Studio) and in Beijing and Guizhou Province, 21 HHEERE A SRR O T ok R a')llé 2009438 &% R PRODUCTION
Jindongnan Prefecture (Butoh: Butoh China! Min X 21st Century Japanese & Chinese Performing Arts Exchange Project: Butoh ¥ in Guizhou Province, March
Tanaka!) 2009. Photo: R PRODUCTION
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Ko & Edge Co. [dance/Tokyo]
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artistic director: Ko Murobushi
(choreographer, dancer)

company manager: Junko Hanamitsu

info@kaibunsha.net
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%Ko Murobushi, Bernardo Montet, Boris Charmatz 2007 - 2010 £ in Kanagawa, May 2009. Photo: Sayaka Takayama
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B Grant-receiving term
From 2007 to 2009

H Details on support during fiscal year 2008
Fiscal year: April 1,2008 - March 31,2009
Grant: ¥3,000,000

B Major activities during fiscal year 2008
September 19,2008 - May 29,2009: Ko Murobushi,
Bernardo Montet, Boris Charmatz 2007 - 2010
in Angers, Wien, Oita, Kanagawa and in Tokyo
(Centre national de danse contemporaine
Angers, Tanzquartier Wien, Beppu Contemporary
Art Festival 2009 ‘Mixed Bathing World’ Beppu,
Keio University, [FJT)
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Theater Company RIN KO GUN [theater/Tokyo]
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artistic director: Yoji Sakate (playwright,
director)

company manager: Michihiro Furumoto

rinkogun@alles.or.jp
http://www.alles.or.jp/ rinkogun/
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B Grant-receiving term
From 2006 to 2008

B Details on support during fiscal year 2008
Fiscal year: April 1,2008 - March 31,2009

Grant: ¥3,000,000

Studio Rental (between June 2008 till May 2009):
27 days

B Major activities during fiscal year 2008
August 30 - September 9,2008: Cultural Exchange
Program with the Philippines SOUTHERN
ISLANDS in Tokyo (Theatre Iwato)
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artistic director: Yoshiko Chuma
(choreographer, performer)

company manager: Shigeru Ueda

ueda@beagle-inc.com
http:// beagle-inc.com
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B Grant-receiving term
From 2006 to 2008

B Details on support during fiscal year 2008
Fiscal year: April 1,2008 - March 31,2009

Grant: ¥3,000,000

studio rental: 23 days

B Major activities during fiscal year 2008
May 15,2008 - March 7,2009: A Page Out of Order
M to R in New York, Sibiu, Bucharest, Kanagawa,
Tokyo and in Amman (Japan society, Festival
International de teatru de la Sibiu, NAMAIKI
HOUSE, Morishita Studio,Al Balad Theatre etc.)
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