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This program was established for the
period between 2005 and 2008 with a
donation received from the <france danse
2003>* project, with the aim to promote
dance exchange between France and Japan.
In the fourth year,one project was awarded a
grant.

The grantee is a co-production project of
No Matter by Julie Nioche, a choreographer/
dancer based in France. This work is in the
line of her Matter series region-oriented
performances with local choreographers/
dancers under the themes of “women,”
“water” and “paper” that have been shown in
Morocco and European countries. In Japan,
after going through a preparation period
since the summer with Takiko Iwabuchi of
Dance Theatre LUDENS as her partner, a
piece was presented in France and Japan in
March.

Working with the theme of “water, Nioche
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Julie Nioche ¥ Franco-Japanese Dance Exchange Project No Matter’ at Morishita Studio, March

had been interested in Japanese hot spring.
When she first visited Japan in August,

she researched Beppu Onsen hot spring
and considered the idea of the piece with
Iwabuchi. After that, a work-in-progress was
held at Morishita Studio through discussions
and creation with Iwabuchi and other
participants. The completed piece was
presented after her second visit to Japan in
December. Using a pool as the stage setting
for the performance in Enghien-les-Bains
and creating a mechanism with which water
seeps out of the floor for the performance
in Tokyo, the piece turned out to be a
subtle collaboration with water by the two
female dancers wearing costumes made of
Japanese paper,employing Alexandre Meyer’
s live guitar performance and Alice Daquet’s
voice.

A performance at an open bath situated
on a mountainside will be presented in

Beppu Contemporary Art Festival ‘Mixed
Bathing World’ next year.

* <france danse 2003> was a festival held

throughout Japan in 2003 to promote
contemporary French dance that was
sponsored by the French Ministry of Foreign
Affairs’ Association Francaise d’Action Artistique
(AFAA), the Embassy of France in Japan, Asahi
Shimbun, and the france danse 03 Committee.

Contemporary Theater and Dance —
<france danse 03> — Japan-France
Dance Exchange Program

1 Grantee/Total appropriation: ¥1,1500,000

Julie Nioche

Franco-Japanese Dance Exchange Project No
Matter

August 4,2008 - March 29,2009

Tokyo, Enghien-les-Bains, Oita (Morishita Studio,
SPARK d’Enghien-les-Bains, Beppu Onsen)
¥1,150,000

studio rental: 61 days



