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Japan-U.S. Contemporary Plays
and Playwrights Exchange Project

Dates: July 9-21 and November 6-11, 2008,
and April 23-27, 2009

Venue: The Playwrights’ Center and Guthrie
Theater, Minneapolis

Presented by: U.S./Japan Cultural Trade
Network, The Playwrights’ Center, Guthrie
Theater

Supported by: The Andrew W. Mellon
Foundation, The Japan Foundation

This is the final year of a three-year
exchange project to promote contemporary
Japanese playwrights and the English
translations of their works to U.S. audiences.
One or two playwrights are sent to the
U.S. every year under the coordination by
U.S./Japan Cultural Trade Network and in
cooperation with The Playwrights’ Center,
a service organization in Minneapolis
that supports U.S. playwrights, and Guthrie
Theater. This year, Shigefumi Fukatsu
(Toenkai) in summer and Yutaka Kuramochi
(Penguin Pull Pale Piles) in autumn were
sent. Kuramochi’s work, which had been
favorably received, was presented again
at Guthrie Theater on April 27,2009 (see
viewpoint,no.37,43,46).
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Performances of the Award
Winner Jun Tsutsui’s Hakarazumo

Dates: October 10-13, 2008
Venue: Morishita Studio
Presented by: Kyoto Art Center, dracom

A theater production by the Kyoto Art
Center Performing Arts Award-winning
theater company dracom (artistic
director: Jun Tsutsui) of their recent
work Hakarazumo, at Morishita Studio,
co-sponsored by Kyoto Art Center and The
Saison Foundation (see viewpoint,no.45).

L
=My —ELEME 2007 REFHNE dracom
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A theater production Hakarazumo by the Kyoto
Art Center Performing Arts Award-winning theater
company dracom in Kyoto, September 2008.
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English Seminar “Real Artist Conversations Workshop”
at The Saison Foundation, October - November 2008.
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organized by Steep Slope Studio in Kanagawa,
September - October 2008. Photo: Shiori Kawasaki
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English Seminar: Real Artist
Conversations Workshop
Dates: October 8 - November 26, 2008

Venue: Conference room in The Saison
Foundation

In international exchange, artists need to
communicate by their own words, but there
are very few opportunities for training for
that. Therefore, we started this year, as a trial,
an English workshop for artists who wish or
plan to work overseas. Six artists from the
fields of theater and dance participated in
it, and as the moderator, we invited a New
York-based artist Yelena Gluzman. They had
lessons in conversations and learned how to
explain their own creations,and a wordbook
that included the vocabulary required for
the participants' purposes, creations and
opinion exchanges was made. As the final
stage, presentations inviting guests were held.

Research Project for Artist-
in-Residence in the Fields of

Contemporary Theater and Dance
[Joint project with EU-Japan Fest Japan
Committee]

Dates: April 1, 2008 - April 30, 2009

Objects of the Research: Morishita Studio,
Steep Slope Studio, Japan Contemporary
Dance Network, No Matter (Japan-France
Dance Exchange Program)

As a part of creation supporting process,
we conducted researches interviewing
artists and sending questionnaires to
managing organizations, cooperated by
grant awardees of 2008 and Steep Slope
Studio, in order to examine possibility of
artist-in-residence programs in the fields of
contemporary theater and dance.
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Publishing of viewpoint
The Saison Foundation's newsletter

viewpoint carries a wide range of reports
and essays, including the results of the
Foundation's research grants and the
outcome of projects supported by the
Foundation. Fourteen hundred copies
are published for each issue, which are
circulated free of charge to art organizations,
local governments, foundations, the press,
universities, think tanks, researchers, etc.

Issue No. 43 (June 2008)

m On-site Report on Play Lab, Minneapolis: 2
by Ai Nagai, Playwright, Director, Artistic
Director of Nitosha

m On-site Report on the Practical workshop
for post dramatics theater
by Hatsumi Abe, Director of A-T creative
workshop

B On-site Report on Un Yamada dance
workshop
by Un Yamada, Choreographer, Dancer,
Artistic Director of Co.Yamada Un

Issue No. 44 (September 2008)

B Dance Project based on Un captif
amoureux by Jean Genet - at Kyoto
University of Art and Design
by Setsuko Yamada, Choreographer,
Dancer,Artistic Director of Biwakei

B CAVE, Butoh and New York City
by Shigekazu Moriya, Curator, Video Aritst,
Director of NPO CAVE

® Singular voices - The works of Toshiki
Okada and Zan Yamashita presented in
Brussels
by Christophe Slagmuylder, Artistic
Director of Kunstenfestivaldesarts

Issue No. 45 (December 2008)
B Creative environment improvement in the
society special
1. What I have learned through Sapporo-
Fukuoka Theatrical exchange project
Meets! 2007
by Akiko Komuro, Producer of NPO
Concarino
. Past and future of Watanabe Genshiro
Sho-ten - What it means to do theater in
Aomori
by Seigo Hatasawa, Playwright, Director,
Artistic Director of Watanabe Genshiro
Sho-ten
3. KOCHI THEATRE NETWORK/enkai’ s
Environmental improvement effort - as
well as Actor training
by Kazuhiro Nishimura, Representative
of KOCHI THEATRE NETWORK/enkai
4. Community theater issue and the report
on Kyusyu Peforming Arts Summit
by Daishi Takasaki, Representative of
Fukuoka Performing Arts Project(FPAP)

B Morishita Studio Report
On dracom festival 2008 hakarazumo
presented by Kyoto Art Center and dracom

DN

Issue No. 46 (February 2009)

B Overview on Play Lab, Minneapolis
New departure of Theater translation
by Kyoko Yoshida, Executive Director of
U.S./Japan Cultural Trade Network (CTN)

m On-site Report on Play Lab, Minneapolis: 3
Is there a pizza place around here?
by Yutaka Kuramochi, Playwright, Director,
Artistic Director of Penguin Pull Pale Piles

B The Interim Report

by Motoi Miura, Director, Artistic Director
of Chiten



